I    ACCUSE

gun rifles, 1,400 machine guns, 150 pieces of artillery,
30 anti-tank guns, 50 trench mortars and 10 tanks.
With these armaments it had to cover a front of 600
kilometres and maintain a reserve of twenty-five per cent
of that force, so that by a rough calculation one may arrive
at the following figures: A sector of five kilometres had a
firing power of 500 rifles, 10 automatic arms, one piece
of artillery, one-fifth of an anti-tank gun; with this also
against it, that a great part of the armaments had
deteriorated. One does not need to be a military
technician to see that these fronts were not defended, but
very lightly held, and that it was materially impossible to
hold the enemy's advance even if the Army had good
fortifications, defended by well-trained troops, well led,
and with good morale.

Unfortunately, our fortifications were deficient. Our
lack of military technicians meant that junior officers had
had to use their own initiative in the organisation of
fighting territory, for which they generally worked on
untechnical lines, abusing the principle of continuous
trenches and with a lamentable lack of resistance centres.
It was thus that I found the Central Army's front in May
1938, that is to say, after twenty months of war, when it
was being said that Madrid was impregnable though
actually its gates were wide open. In spite of the efforts
made in the ten months of my command to perfect the
organisation of this territory, I only managed to get some
improvements which in nowise made that theatre of
operations strongly defensible.
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